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fost readers wrll cite Iago or fuchard

.L ru or lldrnund as the most malevo-
lent villain Shakespeare created, but r\aron
inTitas Androtrira.r makcs rhcm lool< like
babes-in-arms. Aaron seems to love evil
for its own sake. ;\fter inciting Tamora's
sons to rape and mutilate Titus's claughter
Lavinia, he otganizcs thc murdt'r of her
husband Bassianus and implicarcs Titus's
sorrs Quinrus ancl Nhrdus, who are
executed for thc crime. He then tclls Titus
he can save his sons bv cutting off Titus's
right hand.

r\aron is eventually capturcd and
condemnc.l to bc sct "hteast clcep" in thc
earth and statved to death. livil to thc end,
his final worcls are "lf onc goocl cleed in all
mv lif e l did, / I do rcpent it lrom ml verv
sou l "  ( 5 .1 .123 -44  ) .

Bur his mosr clcpravccl spccch comcs
whcn Titr-rs's sole srrrviving son asks him tr,
repent, Tcr get the feel of Aaron's "notori-
ous i l l , "  nresenr 5.1.123-144 ro rhc c lass
antl havc them work rhtough the ectiviries
Lhat tollow. I

Aaron: the Baddest of Them All

Art thou not sorry for these heinous deeds?

Ar., that I had not done a thousand more.

Er.cn nou,. I cr_rrse the dalr-rtr4 l et, J think,

Fcu'comc lr'rthin the compass of mv curse

\,'hcrcin I did not some notorious ill,

,\s kill a man, or else clevise his dcath,

Ravish a maid, or pkrt thc l'ay to clo it,

.'\ccusc somc innocent anc] forstcat: mvsclf.

Sct dcadl,l' cnmitr. betl'ecn nxr friends,

N{akc poor mcn's cattle brcal< thcir: ncclis;

Scr firc on batns and havstalks in thc night.

,\ncl bicl thc ou'ncts clucnch thcm rvitl'r thcir tcrrs
()ft l-rar,'c 1 cLgg'd up dcacl mcn from thcir qrlvcs.

,\ncl sct thcm uptiuhr ,Lt rhcir clcar fricncls' tloors.

I',r'cn rtu'l-rcr-r thcir sorrou's almosf n,crc tolgort

, \ncl on thcir- sl i ins, as on fhc barl i  of t lccs,
Havc r.'u'ith mt, linifc catr,'ccl in ltornen lcrtcrs.
" l ,ct r-rof \ ,()Lrl  s()r1()\v dic, thouqli  I  aln r icacl."

llut I hlvc ckrnc l thousancl ch'caclir,rl things

,\s u'illinglv ls otrc u'oulcl liill a t-lr,

,\trcl norhing gricvcs nrc l-rcartilv inclccrl

lJut thlr I  cetrnot c|r tcn thotrsanrl morc.
'I.ilrr.s ,l ttlnttitt.i 5. 1 . 12i -1-l

l . I{cacl t i rc spccch olrt  krrrcl .  tal<inq tr-rrrrs lrround rhe roorn. ss' i tching rcaclct 's

; l r  ( ; l ( ' l l  I t t r r r c r r r . r t i ,  ) i l  r ) r . r r l i .

2. Itcaci it again, sr.'"'itchitrg lceclcrs lt pct-iorls, scmicolor.rs, or clashcs

\sl< t 'o l l r t r tcct  to thc passerc in i ts  cnt i rc i l ' .

Brict lr ,  pere;rhrase thc pessxsl

' I t-r 'a 
fcu,r,ariut ions in rcacl ins thc plsslue-in u,hispcr-s, ls e chorus, si t l ' r

pauscs in varions pleccs, rvith asccncling or clcsccnclirrg volur-r'rc, altcrnaring

malc lncl fctnalc rrriccs, ctc.

Stagc tl-rc sccnc. Hou' s,rxrlcl l.r-rcir-rs arrcl tl'rc scvctal (lotl'r solclicls ()lrstagc

rcact t() ,\aron's rvorcls? Sct thc stagc u,ith scr-err".rl chlractcrs ancl cxpcrir-ncnt

s'ith cliffcrcnt plrvsrcal gcstlu-cs ancl actions.
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